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June 2010  Volume 29, Issue 6 

Phone 217-784-5452, Fax 217-784-5543 
Saturday Night Light Worship  5:30PM 
Sunday Traditional Worship   8:45AM 
Sunday School           10:00AM 
Sunday Emerging Worship        11:00AM 

Kevin Boesen—Pastor 
Barb Horsch—Minister of  
     Children & Family Ministries 
Nancy Taylor—Administrator 
 

Pam Gee—Church Custodian 
Beverly Nagle—Organist 
Ruth Davis—Choir Director 
Verna Buck—Saturday Pianist              
                                

Combined Worship Service 9:00 AM 
Elevator Dedication Ceremony  

June 6, 2010 
 

Completion of the elevator 
project is upon us!  On Sun-
day, June 6 our two worship 
services will merge and be-
gin at 9:00.  Ted Frost will 
be the guest speaker. He 
serves as Executive Director 
of the United Methodist 
Foundation and has helped us through the early 
stages of the elevator visioning and the capital cam-
paign process.   An elevator dedication ceremony 
will take place at 10:00 followed by brunch pro-
vided by the Men’s group.  Dining tables will be 
located in the basement as well as the park.  Come 
and celebrate with us!   

All are invited! 
 
 

Elevator Financial Update 
 

We have exceeded the fundraising 
goal of $330,000.  Your pledges are 
figured into this goal so please con-
tinue to honor them. 
 

Annual Conference 
June 2-5, 2010 

 

Pastor Kevin Boesen and Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference Peggy Godsey will be attending the 
conference in Peoria.  They have been asked to 
bring the following items that will be taken to the 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center.  
�� Long grain rice - (no Minute Rice and no boxed 

rice). Bags no larger than 5 pounds each. In-
clude $1 for each pound of rice to offset ship-
ping costs. Checks can be made payable to 
MMDC.  

�� Toothbrushes (adult size in original wrapper; no 
multi-packs)  

�� Tubes of toothpaste (6.4 oz. in original wrapper; 
1 year in advance of expiration date) 

�� Soap -- 3 oz. or larger in original wrapper 
A collection table can be located  

just outside the office door. 
 

Father’s Day 2010 
 

Father’s Day is June 20th!  This 
year the worship committee is 
collecting photos of your dad to 
be used in a slide show on Sun-
day, June 20th.  Any photo will 
do—you and your dad, your dad 
and his dog, your dad doing his 
favorite hobby, etc.  Please leave the photos at the 
church office or send them by email to:  
gcumc@sbcglobal.net  Thank you. 

A publication of the United Methodist Church of Gib son City, Illinois 

Cash and checks given for 
Elevator Project 

$             254,800 

Pledges not yet received $               80,197 

Total of cash, checks  
and pledges 

$             334,997 
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From the Pastor’s Pen 
 

Summer is here. Another school year 
is gone. The award winners have 
been announced and graduation 
celebrations are about over. The 

last athlete has walked off of the track 
and field from the final competition. Some will stop 
their training and education through the off season. 
Others will keep it up because their passion runs 
deep within them.  
 

“So God created humankind in [God’s] image, in 
the image of God [God] created them; male and fe-
male God created them.” (Genesis 1:27) Each one 
of us has a piece of the Creator of the entire uni-
verse within us. Deep within each of us is a passion 
that cannot be satisfied unless we are doing what 
God has made us for. We live in a culture of breaks, 
vacations, and retirement. We “work for the week-
end” and “plan for retirement.” We forget that our 
true everlasting joy only comes from being who we 
are created to be. We cannot take a break from that. 
We cannot have a vacation from being who we are. 
 

I think that was what Paul was writing the Corin-
thians about in chapter 9 verses 25-26, “Athletes 
exercise self-control in all things; they do it to re-
ceive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable 
one. So I do not run aimlessly,…”  What are your 
plans this summer for you and your family’s faith 
development?  Where do the deepest desires of your 
heart meet God’s plan for all of eternity? 
 

There are numerous possibilities to become stronger 
Christians and put our God given gifts to service 
through the church this summer. Many other minis-
tries are being explored. Don’t neglect the spiritual 
training that will strengthen us for the race we are 
running. Even as we find ourselves taking 
“vacations” seek out a place of worship to help re-
mind us that we are created for an eternal purpose. 
 

God is leading us to places we have never been be-
fore so that the world will be changed. 
 
To God be the glory!  
 

Your Brother in Christ, 
 

Pastor Kevin  

Miller Park Zoo  
Church Family Outing 

Sunday, June 13 th 
 

Everyone age 1 to 100 is invited to participate in a 
fun afternoon at the Zoo!  As part of the day, fami-
lies will be able to participate in a Bible Animal 
Scavenger Hunt!  (More details will be sent to fami-
lies who register.) 
 

Schedule for June 13th  
Leave Church Parking Lot:  1:15 p.m. 
Enjoy Miller Park Zoo:  2:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
Picnic and Play at Park:  4:30 -  ? 

Families will be responsible for bringing  
their own picnics to enjoy after the Zoo. 

 

The cost for admission to Miller Park Zoo is just $3.00 per 
person.  In order to take advantage of the group admission rate, 
please complete the registration form below.  All registration 
forms and fees must be turned in to the church office by noon 
on Sunday, June 6th. 
 

For more information, please contact Cathy Walker-Steidinger 
at cathyws@illinoisalumni.org. 

Miller Park Zoo Trip Registration Form 
Names:  
__________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail (please print CLEARLY!)  
__________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  _____________________________________ 
 
 
Total in group ______  x   $3.00 per person    =  ___________ 

 
 Make checks payable to GCUMC 

Please write “Zoo” in the memo line. 
 
Registration Form and Money must be turned in to the church 

office by 12:00 noon on Sunday June 6th. 

Cook Out for Missions  
County Market 

Saturday, May 29 
10:00 AM—2:00 PM  

 

Workers, dessert bakers and  
eaters are needed!!   

Contact Barb Horsch 
if you can help. 



�����������	
�������������
�

Office phone (217) 784-5452, Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net 

Weekend 
of 

Sat 
5:30 

Sun  
8:45 

Sun 
11:00 

SS 
10:00 

Offering 

May 2 25 111 33 82 $     5,150.10 

May 9 18 187 31 56 $     8,141.14 

May 16 16 239 19 80 $     3,747.97 

May 23 17 187 26 76 $     4,528.15 

Stats and Such for May 

Giving YTD (budget) through May 23 $    112,388.17       

Giving Goal YTD (budget) through May 23 $    129,591.00     

*Other Giving YTD through May 23 $    128,120.74    

Giving Goal (budget) each week  $        6,171.00     

Sarah Peterson 1 
Lonnie Engel 2 
Regan Romshek 2 
Danny Schultz 2 
Jessica Schultz 3 
Carolyn Williams 3 
Lyndi Ferguson 4 
Terri Moore 4 
Mike Arsenault 5 
Diana Ehlers 5 
Garrett Frashier 5 
Kate Gramley 6 
Tom Bennett 8 
Jaisi Bishop 8 
Robert Ferguson 8 
Lexi Brucker 10 

Rosemary Schertz 10 
Jean Bielfeldt 11 
Michael Bishop 11 
Taylor Engel 11 
Raymond Lantz 11 
Todd McNutt 11 
Brian Shanley 11 
Erin Endsley 12 
Douglas Hager 13 
Caryl Kietzman 13 
Steve Sharp 13 
Doug Bennett 14 
Michael Farmer 15 
Susan Schultz 15 
Grant Steinman 15 
Anja Strebeck 15 

Robert Strebeck 15 
Ryan Weber 15 
Mariah Brucker 16 
Tom Fairchild 16 
Sarah Bielfeldt 17 
Elizabeth Ertel 17 
Don Garard 17 
Jason Main 17 
Erika Steinman 17 
Addison Farmer 18 
Ron Hood 18 
Carmen Pondel 18 
Jared Davis 19 
Robert Main 19 
Nancy Aden 21 
Sue Everett 22 

Russell Ehlers 23 
Brenton Fairchild 23 
Jim Gramley 24 
Chris Rhodes 24 
Danielle Glascock 25 
Erin Arsenault 27 
Marian Boog 27 
Emily Clinton 27 
Jacob Hendrichs 27 
Michael Romshek 28 
Jessica Rhodes 29 
Dorothy Rudolph 29 
Warren Walters 29 
Doug Woodward 29 
Erica Baillie 30 

*Includes giving for the following missions:  Bereave-
ment Meals, Memorials, Designated Giving (Handyman 
Fund, Cookouts at County Market for Missions, Special 
Offerings, etc.), Mission Socks, Opportunity School, Or-
gan Fund, Elevator Fund, and Youth Mission Trip.  It also 
includes Interest Income. 

���������	
�������������	
�������������	
�������������	
����� ���

A total of $853 was collected 
through the Mother’s Day hono-
rariums/memorials.  Oblong 
Christian Children’s Home and 
I.E.R.F. each received $426.50 
due to your generosity. 

          Day     Years 
Wayne and Audrey Apperson  2  55 
Don and Donna Douglas   5  ?? 
Phil and Betty VanSwol   5  ?? 
Douglas and Angela Poe   6  23 
John R. and Kay Bell    10  ?? 
Jim and Ashley Willoby   10   4  
Bill and Joan Pool    11  43 
Neil and Dawn Blissard   15   7 
Eric and Pam Gee    15  25 
Ken and Tammy Seneca   17  21 
Todd and Karissa Baillie   19  17 
John and Tammy Cowell   20  23 
Mark and Ann Spangler   23  20 
Tom and Sandy Fairchild   24  ?? 
Jerry and Mary Holsten   26  44 
Jim and Amy Hood    30  26 
Frank and Lynne Titus   30  31 
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Annex Manor (G.C.) Asta Care Heartland Health 
Verna Buck Ella Mae Miller John R. Bell Goldie Kincade 

Doris Young Thelma Probus  Dorothy Rudolph 

    

Warren Walters    

McLean 
Bill Loy 

 

 

 

Manor (Colfax)     

Prayers for the People 
Join us in the sanctuary each Monday morning at 9:00 for prayer.  Every member of 
our congregation is prayed for by name.  The following people are in need of our 
prayers: 

Linda Albrecht  (Sarah 
Chases’ mother) 

Marian Boog 
Verna Buck 
Melody Cochran 
Dusty Davis 
Mildred Davis 
Joyce Dewey 
Jean Ertel 
Jennifer Fancher 
Cindy Fisher 
Herman Gaede (Lisa Farmer’s 

father) 
Grace Hanley 

Myron Hanley 
Vivian Imlay (Lorene Edwards 

daughter) 
Hailey Jamison 
Marinell Jones 
Goldie Kincade 
Malinda Lutz 
Bob & Bettie Main 
Warren Meinhardt (Laura 

Hazen’s father) 
Marilyn Morano 
Bill Ogg 
Courtney Poe 
Ron Probus 

Thelma Probus 
Deonna Sauer 
Barbara Schmidt (Marilyn 

Verkler’s sister) 
Doug Schultz 
Richard & Dorothy Shields 
Bob & Barbi Thomas (Scott 

Moody’s mother & step-
father) 

Dixie Thomas 
Don Williams 
Emily Young 
Harold Young 

Births, Baptisms, Weddings, Deaths 
 

A pink flower was placed on the altar on May 16 to honor the birth of Meredith Darlene 
Carol Fornero, daughter of Zac and Meg Fairchild Fornero and granddaughter of Tom and 
Sandy Fairchild.  Meredith was born on May 12, 2010 at 11:37 AM and weighed 8 lbs 5 oz 
and measured 20” long. 
 
Blythe Alexandra Borton was baptized on Sunday, May 16, 2010. 
 
Aileen Underwood, 81, passed away on Saturday, May 15, 2010.  She had been a member since March 
28, 1949. 
 
There were no recorded Weddings in the last month. 

 

Welcome New Members 
Please welcome new members that joined our community of faith on Sunday, May 16, 2010.  The group of 
confirmands were:  Jacob Barnes, Blythe Borton, Lexi Brucker, Samantha Endsley, Schuyler Frash-
ier, Taylor Lange, Hannah Pruitt and Ana Shanley. 
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I would like to send out a big 
“Thank You” to everybody for 
your thoughts and prayers fol-
lowing my knee surgery.  All the 
little notes, visits, gifts and en-
couraging words were greatly 

appreciated.  To have family and friends supporting 
me has made this situation go better than expected. I 
would not have wanted to go through it without you.  
Thanks again and may God continue to bless you 
all!  Doug Schultz 
 
We want to thank everyone for the prayers, emails, 
cards, flowers, gifts and food that we have received 
since April 12th.  The display of compassion and 
caring has been overwhelming.  We feel very fortu-
nate to be a part of this community and certainly this 
church family.  Thank you to our friends and family 
who made the journey up to Shriner's with us in 
April.  Your support was wonderful. A special 
thanks to Kevin & Joan for spending April 12th 
with us, and then returning later in the week to 
check on Emily. 
 

The money raised for the blue wristlets (FARA) 
here and at school totaled $2373.00.  That was 
amazing.  We would also like to thank all of the 
Shriner members in our church and community, and 
also everyone who has supported the Shriner's or-
ganization. The facility in Chicago is incredible, and 
the work there is helping many children from all 
over the United States. 
 

Emily is continuing to improve.  She is walking 
with assistance and adjusting to the results of the 
spinal fusion.  Her balance is completely different, 
so she is learning to walk, stand and sit all over 
again.  We are working on increasing her energy 
level with supplements.  She takes pain medicine 
only at night, which we think is remarkable.  This 
week, she started a couple of hours of tutoring, and 
she is hoping to visit with friends at school during 
lunch on Friday. 
 

Once again, please know that our family deeply ap-
preciates everything you have done for us.  While 
we would not have chosen this path we are on, we 
have been blessed each and every day. 
 

Rick, Becky, Andy, Jamie & Emily Young 

Dear Sanctuary and Chime Choirs, 
I want to thank you for the beautiful plant you sent 
after the passing of my brother.  Your sympathy and 
support have touched me more than words can ex-
press.  I have the plant in my home and seeing it re-
minds me of how lucky I am to know so many won-
derful and generous people at Gibson City UMC.  
Thank you so much, Dawn Blissard 
 
I want to thank our family, church family and 
friends for your continued love, prayers & support 
following my surgery and recovery.  Also, we are so 
grateful for all the food, flowers, cards, visits and 
phone calls during the past few weeks.  Prayers have 
been answered and we are blessed in so many ways.  
God bless each and every one of you and I look for-
ward to seeing you in church real soon.   
Marinell and Ralph Jones 
 

Book Review 
By Cathy Steidinger 

 

Looking for a good summer read?  I’d 
like to suggest To Kill a Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee.   
 

Until recently, I hadn’t cracked the binding on this par-
ticular title since my sophomore year in high school.  I 
rediscovered Mockingbird when it was announced as the 
May selection for the Midday Connection Book Club 
(for more information and to hear the archived discus-
sion visit www.moodyradio.org/middayconnection).  
  
To Kill a Mockingbird is a work of fiction following 
events in the life of the Finch family in the Depression-
area South.  The father, Atticus, an attorney, is appointed 
to defend a black man accused of assaulting a white 
woman.  The story is told through the eyes of his daugh-
ter, Scout. 
 

While not a “Christian book” per se, To Kill a Mocking-
bird deals with issues of race, prejudice, class, mental 
illness, and family dynamics that those of us who bear 
Christ’s name should be mindful of.  There is a sense of 
warmth and of humor that helps the reader navigate some 
very challenging issues.   
 

To Kill a Mockingbird is a serious and thought provok-
ing book.   At the same time, however, the rich charac-
ters and wonderful storytelling make it a thoroughly en-
joyable read.  I highly recommend you add it to your 
summer reading list. 
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Care for one another, 
sisters and brothers.  Let 
the Lord lead you and 
trust him to help! 
 

Baobab Blast is the 
gathering of the sum-
mer!  Mark your calen-
dars and grab your gear.  This is an event loaded 
with rockin’ music, energy-packed games, and 
amazing Bible stories. 
 

The host for our community wide Vacation Bible 
School this year will be First Christian Church .  
Nancy Taylor (Pastor Ed Taylor’s wife) is the per-
son to call with questions.  She can be reached at 
784-4083. 
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We had one Sprouts graduate 
this year, Taylor Engel. As is 
our tradition, we had three 
questions for our graduate be-
fore she moved on. 
 
Sprouts is all about growing 
towards the Son. In what ways 

have you grown towards God over the past few 
years? 
 
 I have grown spiritually and physically. 
 
To continue to grow and be like Jesus, what will you 
do in the future? 
 

I will keep doing my work towards God like 
my Haiti project and bake sales and some 
others that I am thinking about. 
 

How can our church family help you with this? 
 
 They can help in prayers and actions. 
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June 6 – no Sunday School due to Ele-
vator Dedication and one worship 
service 

 

June 13th – Chinese customers  
Computer Lab 

 
June 20th – Cook-
ing:  make PRAYER 
COOKIES AND 
GAMES 
 
June 27th - “House Church” – learn 
the “what, why and how” of this type 
of worship. 
 

����������	
�� �

�������

�
����������

�
���� �


����������



�����������	
�������������
�

Office phone (217) 784-5452, Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net 

Elizabeth Jean Ertel 
Daughter of Rick and Jean Ertel 
Bachelor of Science (Dec. 2009) 

Elementary and Special Education 
Eastern Illinois University 

 
Matthew Richard Ertel 

Son of Rick and Jean Ertel 
Associate of Science 

Parkland College 
 

Molly Marie Ertel 
Daughter of Rick and Jean Ertel 

Bachelor of Science—Early Childhood 
Eastern Illinois University 

 
John Alan Ferguson 
Bachelor of Science 

Organizational Leadership 
December 2009 
Eureka College 

 
Torrie Renee Ferguson 

Bachelor of Science 
Organizational Leadership 

December 2009 
Eureka College 

 
Joan Avonne Gramley 

Daughter of Pat and (late) Russ Palmer 
Wife of Jim and Mother of Kate and Courtney 

Bachelor of Healthcare Administration (Dec. 2009) 
Ottowa University 

 
Chase M. McCall 

Son of Mike and Kenna McCall 
Bachelor of History and Pre Law 

Millikin University 
 

Lucas Ryan McCallister 
Son of Merle and Krista McCallister 

Bachelor of Arts 
Communication—Media Arts/Radio 

Southern Illinois University 
 

Alayne Shields 
Daughter of Bryan and Sue Shields 

Associate of Science—Early Childhood Education 
Parkland College 

Ryan Wayne Snyder 
Son of Wayne and Terri Snyder 

Bachelor of Science—Agricultural Business 
(December 2009) 

Illinois State University 
 

Jamie Young 
Daughter of Rick and Becky Young 

Bachelor of Science—Public Relations 
Illinois State University 
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Payton Jo Ballie 
Daughter of Todd and Karissa Baillie 

 
Paige Melissa Cowell 

Daughter of John and Tammy Cowell 
 

Jared Michael Davis 
Son of Carey and Angie Davis 

 
Corey Fields 

Grandson of Carol Gillespie 
 

Lauren Jana’e Nagle 
Daughter of Jeff and Barb Nagle 

 
Abby Lee McNutt 

Daughter of Todd and Amy McNutt 
 

Drake Robert Royal 
Son of Ty and Kara Royal 

 
Ross Tyler Royal 

Son of Ty and Kara Royal 
 

Aleka Jane Seneca 
Daughter of Ken and Tammy Seneca 

 
Meaghan Jane Sharp 

Daughter of Steve and Leigh Ann Sharp 
 

Emily Marie Young 
Daughter of Rick and Becky Young 
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Austin is the son of Tom and Kelly Borton and 
brother to Blythe.  His academic achievements in-
clude High Honor Roll (4 years), Illinois State 
Scholar,  Prairie State Achievement in Science, 
HOIC Academic All Conference Award and the Illi-
nois Wesleyan Alumni Scholarship Award.  Aus-
tin’s school activities include Band (4 years), Band 
section leader, Basketball (4 years) JV-Captain, 
Baseball (2 years), Football (2 years) and Golf (1 
year). He received seven varsity letters. Special 
Recognition in Sports include Basketball—2009 
GCMS Turkey Tournament All Tournament Team, 
led team in Assists and Free Throw Percentage, 
Honorable Mention News Gazette Athlete of the 
Week, News Gazette all area leader in points, as-
sists, and rebounds.  Austin served as Freshman 
Class President, tutored elementary students and 
participated in a  reading program for pre-school 
classes.  He was voted by the Class of 2010 as hav-
ing the “Best Car”.   Church Activities includes 
youth group and participation in two Mission Trips 
(Virginia and Michigan).  Austin’s plans for the fu-
ture includes attending Illinois Wesleyan University 
to major in political science and to continue playing 
basketball. He would like to attend law school and 
then work as a sports agent or in the front office of a 
professional sports team. 
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Spencer is the son of Gene and Terri Moore and 
brother to Jordan.  He was baptized and confirmed 
in the Gibson City United Methodist Church and has 
been involved in youth group and attended the mis-
sion trip to Mathews, Virginia.  Spencer participated 
in basketball his freshman year and played trumpet 
in the band all four years.  The 2010 Florida band 
trip was one of the highlights of his high school ca-
reer.  In June Spencer will be moving to an apart-
ment in Normal and attending Heartland Commu-
nity College this fall. 
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Jillian is the daughter of Jeff and Barb Nagle and 
sister to Jordan and Lauren.  She was on the basket-
ball team the first two years of high school.  Jillian 
was on the honor roll all four years as well as part of 
the Red Army all four years.  She plans on attending 
Heartland Community College in Normal for two 

years and then attending ISU for two years.  Her 
goal is to be either a Speech Pathologist or a Media 
Specialist.  
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Michael is the son of Pam Romshek and Bill Rom-
shek and brother to Jessica and Regan.  Academic 
achievements include 2008 Physical Education Stu-
dent of the Year and 2009 Math Student of the Year.  
He served as Vice President of the Senior Class, was 
voted by the class of 2010 as “Most Athletic” and 
was chosen Student of the Month for December 
2009.  Michael has been involved in FFA three 
years, Football four years (Captain junior & senior 
year), Basketball four years (Captain senior year), 
Baseball three years and Track and Field one 
year.  He was named to the  Illinois High School 
Football Coaches Association All State Team, News 
Gazette All Area Team, The Pantagraph 1st team 
Running Back, and 1st Team HOIC Running Back & 
Linebacker.  Michael earned the GCMS “Four 
Years Three Sports” award.  He participated in two 
youth mission trips  (Tecumseh,  MI and Mathews,  
VA).  His future plans include attending McKendree 
University in Lebanon, Illinois where he will play 
football and major in either Marketing or Finance.  
McKendree University awarded Michael an Athletic 
Scholarship. 
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Austin is the son of Ken and Tammy Seneca and 
brother to Aleka and Mackenzie.   His academic 
achievements include Honor Roll, 2007 Foreign 
Language Student of the Year, Scholastic Bowl,  
HOIC Academic All Conference Award and Na-
tional Honor Society.  He has been a part of Chorus, 
Chamber Choir, Musical Productions and Variety 
Shows throughout High School and was voted by 
the class of 2010 as “Most Likely to Change the 
World”.  Austin has been a member of the Swim 
Team, Wrestling Team and Football Team all four 
years and has earned many awards.   Highlights of 
his athletic achievements include Most Valuable 
Swimmer and Swimmer of the Year for the Gibson 
Area Swim Team and being one of the top racers at 
the Central Illinois Swim Conference in 2009. As a 
wrestler, he earned three varsity letters as a member 
of the team that placed 4th in Team State in 2006 
and being one of the top wrestlers on the team that 
placed 2nd in the State Team Wresting meet in 
2010, Individual qualifier at the 2010 State Wres-
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tling meet, Most Improved Wrestler and holds a 
school record of 28 pins in one season.   As a foot-
ball player, Austin was a three-year letter winner 
making it to the play off’s every year as a varsity 
player. He was chosen in 2008 as an HOIC 2nd 
Team Offensive Lineman and GCMS High School 
Lineman of the Year.  In 2009 he was a Football Co
-Captain on the squad that reached the State Semi-
finals and set the school record for most wins in a 
season, was chosen as an HOIC 1st Team Offensive 
Lineman, named GCMS High School Lineman of 
the Year and named to the Pantagraph All-Area 
team (Honorable Mention).  Austin earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout in 2007 with a project that included 
redoing the landscaping around our church build-
ing.  He has been active in church as an usher and 
projectionist and participated in the mission trip to 
Tecumseh, Michigan.  He is part of the Project Igni-
tion Team and traveled to San Jose, California to 
present at the National Competition in 2010.  He has 
been a Class President, Class Vice President, Boy 
Scout Quarter Master, Patrol Leader and member of 
the Order of the Arrow. Austin has been a Lifeguard 
at the Gibson City Pool, a Red Cross Swimming In-
structor and an IHSA Football Official.  Austin was 
given the Southern Illinois Dean’s Scholarship and a 
Air Force ROTC Scholarship.  His future plans in-
clude attending Southern Illinois University to earn 
a degree in Political Science/English while partici-
pating in the Air Force ROTC program.  After 
graduation from college he hopes to serve his coun-
try as an Air Force Officer. �
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Mackenzie (Mac) is the son of Ken and Tammy Se-
neca and brother to Aleka and Austin.  His academic 
achievements include Honor Roll, Scholastic Bowl, 
2008 Foreign Language Student of the Year, 2009 
Music Student of the Year, Prairie State Achieve-
ment award in Science and National Honor Soci-
ety.  Mack was voted by the class of 2010 as “The 
Next Bill Gates”.  He has been a part of Chorus and 
Musical Productions throughout High School.  Mac 
was selected to participate in a camp at Purdue Uni-
versity called “Surprising Possibilities Imagined and 
Realized Through Information Technology” in 
2009.  He was part of the Project Ignition Team that 
traveled to San Jose, California to present at the Na-
tional Competition in 2010.  Mac was on the Swim 
Team, Wrestling Team and Football Team all four 
years of High School.  Highlights of his athletic 

achievements include Most valuable Swimmer and 
Swimmer of the Year for the Gibson Area Swim 
Team. As a wrestler, he earned two varsity letters as 
the team’s 285 pounder. In the 2010 season he was a 
regional Runner up and Sectional Qualifier wrestler, 
Most Improved Wrestler and was one of the top 
wrestlers on the IHSA Team State Runner-up 
team.  In Football, Mac was a three-year letter win-
ner making it to the play off’s every year as a var-
sity player. He was a Junior Co-Captain and Senior 
Co-Captain on the 2009 squad that reached the State 
Semi-finals and set the school record for most wins 
in a season, was named a HOIC 2nd Team Offen-
sive Lineman, named to the News-Gazette All Area 
Team (Honorable Mention) and named a News-
Gazette Athlete of the Week (Honorable Men-
tion).   He has been a Class President, served on the 
Student Council and was part of a Technology Prob-
lem Solving team for Teacher Institutes.  Mac 
earned the rank of Eagle Scout in 2007 with a pro-
ject that organized sending care packages to troops 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He has been a member of 
the Order of the Arrow and held office of Quarter 
Master and Patrol Leader.  Church activities include 
serving as an usher and projectionist and participat-
ing in the mission trip to Tecumseh, Michigan.  He 
has been a Lifeguard at Gibson City pool, a Red 
Cross swim lesson leader and an IHSA Football of-
ficial.   Mack was given the Augustana Dean’s 
Scholarship, Augustana Business Scholarship and 
the McNutt Consulting Office Technology Scholar-
ship.  He will be attending Augustana College in the 
fall as a Business Major with an emphasis in Man-
agement Information Systems.  He has also commit-
ted to the Augustana football team to play on the 
offensive line. �
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Elaine is the daughter of Tom and Nancy Taylor and 
sister to Allison.  Her academic achievements in-
clude 2007, 2008, and 2009 English Student of the 
Year, 2010 Science Student of the Year, Prairie 
State Achievement Award (Reading, Math and 
Writing), National Honor Society, Illinois State 
Scholar, IHSA All State Academic Team Nominee, 
HOIC Academic All Conference Award and Vale-
dictorian.  The Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion chose Elaine as their Citizen of the Year in 
2010.  Elaine was selected to attend the Rotary 
Youth Leadership Awards leadership conference in 
2008 and 2009.  She was chosen to be a Delegate at 
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Clayton Gramley 
Nolan Harms 
Don Kincade 
Mary Ann Loveless 
Margaret O’Neal 
Thelma Page 

Edwin Rosendahl 
Dorothy Sloat 
Waneeta Smith 
Bob Styck 
Ruth Ann Williams 

Memorial Day 
May 31, 2010 

 

It is often customary to give 
a monetary gift to the 
church to remember some-
one who has passed on.  
The Memorial Committee is 
given the task to discern 
how this money is spent. 
Listed below are items that 
were purchased with me-
morial funds from June 1, 
2009—May 31, 2010. 

 

Bibles and Covers for Confirmands  
and High School Graduates  

Carpet for Parsonage Living Room 
Dick Moody 
 

Elevator Fund  

Sunday School Supplies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelves for Sunday School Room 

Youth Mission Fund 

 

Vivian Barker 
Harold Farnsworth 
J. Davis 
Ron Gaudio 
Daniel J. Kelly 
Clara Holsten 
Henry Holsten 
Natalie Johnson 
Charles E. Lee 
Lola M. Lee 
Lana Lunde 
Ruby Martin 

Dick Moody 
Laurel E. Ping 
Thelma Rosendale 
Jessica Smith 
Michael Symmonds 
Aileen Underwood 
John “Jack” Walter, 

Kathy & Matthew 
Dorothy Walters 
Vandel Whitten 
Margaret Young 

Clair & Jeannine Shull Dorothy Sloat 

Thelma Rosendale Margaret Young 

Lavonne Riblet Dorothy Sloat 

Girls State by the American Legion Auxiliary in 
2008.  Elaine was voted by the GCMS class of 2010 
as “Most Likely to Succeed”.  She has been a mem-
ber of the Band all four years of High School.  Her 
senior year she served as Drum Major and Treasurer 
and was given the Arion Foundation Award for Out-
standing Musical Achievement.  In 2009 and 2010 
Elaine was a member of the HOIC Honors Band.  
She participated in the HOIC Honors Art Show in 
2008, 2009 and 2010 and received 1st place in Tex-
tiles, 1st place in Altered Books and Honorable 
Mention in Pencil Sketches.  Her Pencil Sketch was 
entered in the Congressional Art Show.  She has 
been active with many organizations including Inter-
act (President Senior year), GCMS/PBL Speech 
Team (Captain Senior year), Talon Staff (Co-editor 
Senior Year), Freshman Mentor, Art Club, ACT-
OUT, Variety Shows, Tutored at the Elementary 
School and was part of the production of Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers.  Elaine has been a mem-
ber of the Volleyball and Track and Field Teams all 
four years of High School.  In Volleyball, she earned 
the “Most Blocks” and “Most Improved Player” 
awards in 2008 and also tied the school record for 
most blocks in a match.  In 2009 she earned the 
“Most Kills” award for the season. In Track and 
Field she served as Captain her Senior year.  Ac-
complishments include “Most Improved Player” in 
2008, GCMS School Record in the Discus Throw, 
2009 and 2010 All Area Track and Field Honor Roll 
for the News Gazette and The Pantagraph and was a 
2009 State Qualifier in the Discus Throw.  As a 
member of the church, Elaine has served as a Sun-
day School Teacher, Projectionist, Usher, Greeter, 
Liturgist, Piano Prelude player,  Praise Team mem-
ber, Worship Committee member and performed in 
the Talent Show.   She participated in two youth 
mission trips  (Tecumseh,  MI and Mathews,  VA) 
and  was part of a Chrysalis Flight (youth version of 
Walk to Emmaus) in 2009.  Scholarships awarded to 
Elaine include Rotary Club, Jake’s Boys, HOIC 
Academic Runner Up and  the Mark Twain Non 
Resident Academic Scholarship from the University 
of Missouri. Elaine’s future plans include attending 
the Honors College of University of Missouri at Co-
lumbia to earn a degree in Journalism.�
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 June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27 

Liturgist Denise Kearfott Malinda Lutz Donna Douglas Angie Woodward 

Greeters West Borton family Borton family Kim Fisher Kim Fisher 

Greeters South Eckerty family Eckerty family Jeff & Judy Eckhoff Jeff & Judy Eckhoff 

Acolytes 
 

Amber Witteman 
Allison Davis 

Danielle Eckerty 
Morgan Steinman 

Morgan & Spencer 
Hazen 

Kaitlyn Kietzman 
Taylor Engel 

Sound Room 8:45 Steve Hawthorne Kim Fisher Lonnie Engel Steve Hawthorne 

Projection 8:45 Meaghan Sharp Sarah Bielfeldt Joel Hood Donna Eckerty 

Projection 11:00 Not needed Shelbie Kearfott Corey Fields Jeremy Steidinger 

Nursery 8:45 S. & J. Schultz S. & J. Schultz S. & J. Schultz S. & J. Schultz 

Children’s Church  
8:45 

open open open open 

Children’s Church 
& Nursery 11:00 

Not needed open open open 

Altar Flowers James Collison Bob & Jane Hill M. & M. Bishop Jenny Arsenault 

Saturday Ushers Peggy Godsey open open Craig Kummerow 

Pedestal Flowers open Roger Arends open open 


