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Giving Tree 2011 Talent Anyone?

THANK YOU to everyone who

supported the Giving Tree Ministry. &

This year 54 families, with a total ofg

Get Your Act Together Now!
Talent Show and Auction
March 3, 2012 6:30 PM

131 children were helped. Besides the
gifts purchased for the children, County Market gif , .

certificates were distributed to parents. Many al&an You juggle, yodel, tap dance, sing a tune, or
received hats, gloves and scarves. These familR@y the ukulele? Or, do you have some kind of

enjoyed a merrier Christmas because of yofPtertaining talentthat you would wish to sharh
generosity. the congregation? Your opportunity to shine wél

onMarch 3, 2012 as we are going to have a churg
wide talent show! People of all ages are encout3
to participate. Start planning now; you may wighft

A total of $5,716.87 was collected through ouft&'t practicing!

March to the Manger offering. In
& JA

the last week of December check
were written in the amount of
$6,000.00 to various budgeter
missions locally and around the
world.
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center 1 Combined ServiceN10am
(MMDC) trip is coming up on Monday, March 192 ©Office Closed
(GCMS spring break week). It is an opportunity foft ~ Fellowship Dinner for Sunday School
each person to have a "hands on" mission leachersand Students
experience. This experience is to fulfill Christ§ MenOs Breakfast
command to help the "least of these" whose neebs Fellowship of the King Resumes
are great because of some disaster or circumstafeeJunior High Mystery Dinner & High School

that is not of their making. Overnight _ o
29 Laity in Leadership Training

March to the Manger Update

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww

At a Glance...

Thank you for your generosity!

Kevin BoesenNPastor April RotramelN Phone 217-784-5452, Fax 217-784-5543

Megan ThompsonNAssociate Administrative Assistant Saturday Night Light Worship  5:30PM
Pastor Pam GeeNChurch Custodian |Sunday Traditional Worship 8:45A
Barb HorschNConnection Beverly NagleNOrganist Sunday School 10:00A
Coordinator Ruth DavisNChoir Director | Sunday Emerging Worship 11:00A

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcum&@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354




United Methodist Messenger

From Pastor Kevin’s Pen and enjoying the refreshing sweetness.

Jesus said to them, “I am the Bread of

&= Life. Whoever comes to me will never ~ God brings us together as a family around the

A be hungry, and whoever believes in me  table. This Orefreshing sweetnessO that we shafe

will never be thirsty.” (John 6:35) helps to take our focus away from the
circumstances of the journey whether they are

One of the remembrances from a childhood difficult or easy. Together we are GodOs Family.

Christmas grew out of what began as Together we move forward knowing that we ma

disappointment. Our familyOs practice was to opemt always agree on the path but we do have a

presents Christmas Eve. My grandparents, auntscommon purpose. Together we move forward

and uncles, and cousins were together for this. timetentional about strengthening relationship with

| simply was not impressed with the gifts that yeaGod, each other and the world in which we serve

| do remember taking the wrapping off of a As we grow in our discipleship we invite others t(

package of underwear, and the aunts talking aboebme with us in love. Sharing the sweetness bri

how it had been a difficult year. That did not makeis in ministry to people who have been excluded

the disappointment any less. from the table, the least, the last and the loetd G

is good! All the time!

The next morning on Christmas day there was

commotion around the Christmas Socks that weré¢ look forward to sharing the sweetness of our

hanging around the house that had been filled byjourney as we follow Jesus in 2012.

Santa during the evening. What | saw was still not

very impressive; nuts in the shell needing to be Your Brother in Christ,

cracked, a few peppermint candies, an orange andastor Kevin

a few other little things. The aunts were again

talking together about the oranges, OWho found the

oranges?0 It had been such a bad year for the

orange crop that none of the grocery stores they

knew were supplying any! (Grocery stores didnC

supply was dependent largely on farming men to their monthly breakfast on Sunday,

conditions of the year, weather, and driving .
variables for the trucking companies.) Janugry 8th for food., prayer, and fellowship at
7am in the Fellowship Hall.

What | remember was what my uncle did next. He
took his orange and began to roll it on the table

under his hand. He instructed me to do the same
ONot too hard,0 he said, Oyou donOt want to sp
the skin. Just soften it by breaking the pulp ingii

We did this until the orange was soft and a little | | . R 1.
squishy. He took a knife and made a small hole in6.'00 pm at First Christian Churph. The agendd i
ple - pizza, prayer, fellowship. Any and all

the stem end of the orange. Next he took one of FEN
peppermint candies from his Christmas sock and men.(an.d boys_) are welcome to attend. A freew
put it 0 that it fit tightly into the freshly chble in | Cf€ring is received for the meal. Please conta
the orange. He put the orange to his mouth and FII:St Christian Church at 784-5460 by noon on
began to suck the juice through the candy which Friday, January 6th.

acted as a straw. Others in the family did the same
and soon the entire family was laughing together

Opportunities for Men’s Fellowship

The Men's Fellowship of First Christian Church
iﬂnd First Presbyterian Church would like to iny|
you for an evening of pizza and fellowship. We
will gather on Sunday, January 8th from 4:30 -

—

T
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From Pastor Megan’s Pen and grace."
I love to tell the story of unseen things
above, Of Jesus and His glory, of Jesus ~ To me, that means a couple of things. First, we
and His love. I love to tell the story, have to be comfortable knowing our story of
because I know ’tis true. It satisfies my ~ salvationNhow has God gotten a hold of your lif
longings as nothing else can do. and turned it upside down or right side up?
“I Love to Tell the Story”  Second, we have to be willing to risk telling that
A. Katherine Hankey, story to others. We may have to work at being
comfortable enough to share that story, and we
Who doesnOt love to hear a good story? We  may have to work, together, to be comfortable
connect to each other through shared stories, andistening to others stories of how they got caught
one of the stories we all share is found in scritu GodOs net.
Scripture is the story of how God has reached out
to people, time and time again, to offer all of us We have to ask questions, figure out where we
love and salvation, and, at the same time, to have been, learn about other peopleOs stories o
challenge us to change the world around us. redemption, and work together to discover wher
God is leading us now.
Starting in late January, the Sprouts and Senior
High Youth Groups will be looking at specific In 2012, are you up for a challenge?
examples of how God calls everyday people like
you and me to do wonderful things. This call | invite you to have conversations, not only with
comes to us through GodOs son, Jesus Christ. other adults, but with the youth. Ask them about
what they are learning in Sunday School or on
Jesus wasnOt called so much as sent: He is the $dednesday nights. Sit with a different group of
of God. The gospel writer Luke believed and people for Fellowship of the King. Invite someon
wrote that Jesus was sent to the outcast, the pootp church again. Ask questions about whatOs gdli
the non-believers, women, tax-collectors and the on in and around the church. Follow Jesus.
enemy. These are not people that the rich and
powerful, or anyone who had a choice, really, = GodOs blessings be with you,
would choose to hang out with.

Pastor Megan
But Jesus did. Jesus sought out these people and
gave them the Good News of GodOs Gospel of
love, but he didnOt just say (to paraphrase a line
from Spock), OHere you are, live long and :
prosper.O Instead, Jespsit time with these folk.  [2unday School Supper - There will be a
He ate with them. He sat with them. He talked |SPaghetti supper at church for all our Sunday

with them. And then he asked his followers to do | S¢hool families of children and youth
likewise. (learners and leaders) on Wednesday, Janyiar

4, from 5:30-6:30. This is a time of food and
Are we going to do likewise? fellowship around the table to celebrate the
new year together. For more information,

As Ann Svennungsen wrote "The calling is not to | ¢ontact Barb Horsch.
hook people and drag them in. It is rather to cast , . ,
the net of God's love all around--open to all the | Féllowship of the King meals will resume
world--and then wait with patience for the Spirit's [January 11.

work and to see if any are caught by God's vision

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354
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Covnwneck, g/ROW, GO’

We love because God first loved (lslohn 4:19)
. .. take hold of the life that really is lifg¢ Timothy 6:18-19)

1' N \/\/ \ e
Ive O PRAYERFUL, PRACTICAL, POWERFUL )

Alive Now! Salty servants are those who bless the communi
for Christ. They use God-given abilities and

Daily life can seem out of control - too busy, ywis passion to serve the Kingdom.

overflowing with demands. Yet weQre called to i )
make room for the Holy. One such Osalty servantO is :

Alive Now is a devotional that seeks to help peoplg,ren |oves kids, and that love shines. In her 11t

carve out space for God in the midst of the chaosyear as a crossing guard at the elementary schod,

Every issue focuses on a particular theme and is ghe has touched many hundreds of lives with a
filled with scripture, prayers, meditations,

e ) X _ compassion that goes far beyond getting kids safgly
inspirational stories, poetry, reflection aids, from one side of the street to the other. Shensste
photographs and art. talks, hugs, understands and encourages. She
Copies of the magazine may be found on the littiethe extra mile, literally, and provides rides home
table outside the church office. The issue availabl’Or €xtra heavy backpacks and makes homemad
now is for January/February. holiday treats for over a hundred children thaspa
Alive Now. Prayerful. Practical. Powerful.  through her corner. She also creates homemad
baby quilts to represent a blanket of GodOs love jt
Salty Service baptisms. Karen feels her ministry is to be caring
for kids and encourages us to find ways to love
from TheMessageMatthew 5:13 - them, too. Some of the hats and gloves that
“Let me tell you why you are here,” says Jesus. adorned the Giving Tree will go to Karen to
“You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings out  distribute as she sees needs. Others will go to
the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your Police & Fire personnel to give away. We thank
saltiness, how will people taste godliness?” God for the salty example of love that Karen sharfgs
with us.

FIVE PRACTICES OF FRUITFUL CONGREGATIONS

FARSIOMNATIE PLALI I AL 1T T ICLAL T PLAV A ART

WORSHIP HOSPITALITY DISCIPLING i GENEROSITY

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
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oanuary Birthdays e

Kristen Hood 2 Drew Endsley 9 Tammy Craig 18 Kurt Kietzman 28
Sue Shields 2 Jessica Titus 10 Janece McCullough 18 Verna Buck 29
Brad Baird 3 Bill Dueringer 12 Jill Arends 19 Carol Hari 29
Lori Clinton 3 Marinell Jones 12 Jackie Freehill 21 Spencer Hazen 30
Roger Reum 3 Alice Jones 14 Terry Overman 24 Lisa Kramer 31
Kaitlynn Kietzman 5 Denise Kearfott 16 Harold Young 24  Jonah Moody 31
Richard Schertz 5 Kelly Borton 17 Lauren Nagle 25
Danielle Brown 7 Jo Gramley 17 Maddox Rhodes 26
Keegan Frashier 7 Evelyn Kelley 17 Kennedy Fanson 27
Dolly Samet 7 Staci Lindelof 17 Mary Holsten 27
[ ] [ ]
January Mission Socks

witbeneit  O(INY ADDIVErS(ries

Gibson City

Day Years

welfal'e. Virgil and Faye Rosendale 1 1
Merle and Alice Jones 11 15
From The Web Corner

A new year is upon us- what goals do you havetfor being a disciple of
Jesus Christ in relation to your presence and eewithin the Body of GC
UMC? Consider taking advantage of the many om@seurces available
throughwww.umcom.org All courses are aimed at providing
enlightenment and education and strive to equtp &nd clergy with
knowledge and skills to enhance ministry. Herejasea few examples of
what is available:

Under the tab 'Training and Services', then, '‘Gn@ommunications Trainingdnited Methodist
Basics- United Methodism 101. (Begins Feb.¥elcoming Ministry 100- helps individuals expand
their knowledge and skills with welcoming and pnegsathem to lead local churches in establishing a
maintaining a dynamic ministry of welcoming and RatiHospitality. (Begins Jan. 4Rethink
Church- as the next evolution of the "Open hearts. Oderds. Open doors." welcoming and
advertising campaigiRETHINK CHURCH seeks to engage our Christian roots and demonstrate
the world that faith in Christ igctive and that church is not an event, but rather aatdije. This
campaign aims to raise awareness of The UMC bygdkie rhetorical question, "What if church wer
a verb?"

There is much more within this website. Some alae courses and some are informational
articles. Some have fees and some are free.ré\varth a look to see if these are areas in wiath

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354




prayers:

Teresa Beckman
Marian Boog
Verna Buck

Janice Christensen
Rolf Christenson
Mildred Davis

Ed Eagleson
Jennifer Fancher
Grace Hanley

United Methodist Messenger
Prayers for the People

Join us in the sanctuary each Monday morning at 9:00 for prayer. Every member of
our congregation is prayed for by name. The following people are in need of our

Ruth Harris
Donald Hiner

Bill Hunter

Braxton Jamison
Hailey Jamison
Mary Lou Kelley
Imogene Loy

Phil & Malinda Lutz
Bob & Bettie Main

Warren Meinhardt
Mark, Angela and Kailyn Overman
Judy Peters
Heather Reum
Larry Richoz
Don Williams
Harold Young

Kathy Moore passed away on December 22, 2011.

Births, Baptisms, Weddings, Deaths

Congregational Meeting

The next Congregation Meeting will be held
on March 4th at 10:15am. There will be one
worship service that weekend on Sunday
morning at 9am. There will be no Sunday
School, however there will be nursery

workers available and activities planned fg
school age children. There will be no
Saturday Night Light Service on March 3rd.

Stats and Such for December

Giving YTD (budget) through Dec 25 $ 260,751.68
Giving Goal YTD (budget) through Dec 25 $ 351,520.00
*Qther Giving YTD through Dec 25 $ 81,416.70

) Giving Goal (budget) each week $ 6,760.00
*Includes giving for the following mission:
Bereavement Meals, Memorials, Designated Giyi

(Handyman Fund, Special Offerings, etc.), Misg
Socks, Opportunity School, Organ Fund, Elevatord:
and Youth Mission Trip. It also includes Interbstome.

= —

Attendonce

Imogene Graff
Zella During

Judy Peters

Arca Nursing Home Residents

Weekend Weekend Sat |Sun |Sun |[SS *December 24N
5:30 pm
Dec 4 15 130 | 22 4 Dec 11 50 163 22 79 | | ** December 24N
Dec 18 14 [166 | 21 | 92l Dec 24 & 25 |120* |136% |97 10:00 pm
Annex Manor (G.C.) Asta Care McLean
Verna Buck Frances VanSwol John R. Bell Bill Loy
Doris Young Ella Mae Miller

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354
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Trustees Report Children’s Church is now
Kids’ Connection!
In the spring, the Trustees were given the task by Have you missed ChildrenOs
the SPRC to evaluate the existing office spacee T Church? Immediately following
Finance committee was also included in these BN -
discussions and the Trustees were given restrictic g~ /\ <) 8:45 Sunday Morning Worship
that no extra resources could be used aside frem \@ I° Service, children ages 3 through
current operating budget. Finance also thougfit tt >, 1% grade are invited downstairs
this was not a good time for a fund raising :
campaign. After several meetings over several
months and discussions with our current staff, the
Trustees decided that a remodeling of the eXiStinEaity Leadership Training
offices would be done. We plan on making threeOur lroquois  District
smaller offices out of the two existing officeS.he office is offering traininc
project will begin sometime after the first of the opportunities f(g)]r churc
year and take approximately three weeks. A members  on  Sunds
temporary office will be set up downstairs directlyafte moon Janu a;\’
below the current office. 29.  The évent will b »"

The cost of the project will be approximately o S
$19,000. With our current awareness of financesn%lgzizghagl\aa'ggﬁu’r\lceh "/

'm happy to tell you that the cost of this projet from 2-4:30. Several workshops will be offered

already covered. Money given to our church . e
. help answer questions and focus on specific tof
several years ago was designated to go to a new,

building project. Since this project didn't happiﬂanto encourage laity to step out in faith a

was then there as backup money for the elevatorUnited Methodists from our area and be equipped

project. Because of the generosity of our ChurChlead out for Christ. A time of worship is includej
family, this money was again not used. As this new ]

office project was being discussed, the donatorond the workshops —are offered —free g

this money was contacted and approved the use 0f . . : )
: . . . registration. Look for registration flyers on thg

some of their donation to cover this project. Now, . :
: . hallway table outside the church office. For ma
this money was given for the express purpose of.

: information contact Pastor Kevin, Pastor Megan
new construction and can not be used to cover t

everyday expenses or maintenance of the church arb Horsch.

The Trustees will be helping with this project as

much as possible to keep the costs down.

Volunteers will be needed for moving the office  Valentine Boxes and Envelopes

temporarily and for some removal of existing ValentineOs Day is next mont
cabinets, ceiling tiles, etc. and once again we arg
Please talk to me or any of the Trustees if yolehay, inviting you to share in giving
any questions or would like to help with this to our special friends a gift of
project. love. Please continue making
Thank you. a difference for Christ in the
lives of our special friends,
Please notify the office if you
would like to have someong
added to the ValentineOs List.

Doug Schultz
Chairman, GC UMC Trustees

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354

serve. This is a great time to connect with otle

charge. Childcare is offered with advange

Dr
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What’s happening with the Youth?

Sprouts is going to kick off the New Year by
watchingRuby Bridges, a B TheSoryor |
reminder of how God can use |} RU}?lffff'ﬂfftb:
young people to demonstrate thf#
great and wonderful power of |}
GodOs love. WeOll continue t¢
look at how God uses various |
people throughout history by [
looking at our Biblical
Ancestors.

The Middle School Youth Group ended last year L,
looking at a list of questions that they had alibat
three-in-one God. The top question that they
wondered about? OWhat does God think about
War?0 Other top questions were: ODid God create
the devil?O; OWhy does God let bad things
happen?0; and OCan | be a Christian without going
to church?O® We will be exploring these questions
and more this coming year!

The Senior High

Youth Group is

going to be doing
something out of the
box. UsingThe

Kingdom

Experiment by

Bruce Nuffer, Liz

Perry, and Rachel
McPherson, weOll be looking at the Beatitudes
found in Matthew 5 and Luke 6, and, more
importantly,putting them into practice. By looking

at some of the most important parts of JesusO
teachings, we will begin to rethink what it meanst e
live in the Kingdom of God which is already present
here on earth, but not yet complete. 1tOll gesyes
but thatOs what comes from living in the tension
between already but not yet. .

the Ringdom experiment

The Combined Youth Groups of Gibson City
worked together to bring in and sort between 200

and 250 winter items for Shepherds Closet. Tha
for all who donated, and thanks to all the youtto
helped out!

Upcoming Events

Combined Youth Fellowship Mystery
Dinner for 8"-8" grade students on Sund
Jan. 15 from 5-8 pm at the
American Lutheran
ChurchNThe menu may
include: Spaghetti, Garlic
Bread, Dessert, & Games
Bring $3.00 to join in the
fun!

Combined Youth Fellowship Martin Luthe
King Jr. Sr. High Lock- from 6:00pm on
Jan. 18 to 8:00 am Jan. 6at GCUMCK
pizza, group games, a movie, worship &
prayer opportunities. The cost will be $10.
More details to come.

Soup-er BowlN
the Big Game
will be on Feb.
5" a time when
many will gather
with friends and
family to eat and @F
drink and, at the

very least, watch the commercials. But w
about those who are without even a bowl
soup? The Sr. High and Confirmation clag
will be collecting donations of canned sou
(or money) to supply our local food pantry

DD\\‘]@

WhoOs Next? A retreat for& 12"
graders on Saturday, Feb™i& Springfield.
See Pastor Megan for more details.

Youth Annual Retreat (Y.A.R)NRetreat fo
High School Students. More details to
come.

Uy

Office phone 217-784-5452, e-mail gcumc@sbcglobal.net
Pastor’s cell phone (217) 249-5453, Associate Pastor’s cell phone (217) 418-8354
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Worship Information for January

Liturgist

Greeters West

Greeters South

Acolytes

Sound Room 8:45

Projection 8:45
Nursery 8:45
Nursery 11:00

Kids’ Connection

January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22

Eric Gee Rhonda Eckerty Marsha Riddle

Deonna Sauer Deonna Sauer

& Margaret Farmer & Margarget
Farmer

Kris & Tom Bar-  Kris & Tom Bar- | Dwaine & Barb Dwaine & Barb

nes nes Horsch Horsch

Micah & Jonah | Ethan Freehill & | Kaitlynn Kietzman | Audrey Boss-

Moody Spencer Hazen | & Allison Davis Maxey & Emily
Clinton

Lonnie Engel Kim Fisher Steve Hawthorne Joel Hood

Taylor Engel Danielle Eckerty = Blythe Borton Jesditumter

S. & J. Shultz S. & J. Schultz S. & J. Schultz SJ1.&6chultz

Diane Heiser Diane Heiser Diane Heiser Diane Heiser

Jennifer & Mike
Arsenault

April Rotramel Michelle & Taylor Sarah & Parker

Engel Chase

Head Usher for January is Phil VanSwol.
Communion Preparers are Mick & Mary Jo Kingsley

Church Website: www.gcume3.org

January 29

Link Woodward Tom Borton

Audrey AppersoAudrey Apperson | Glenn & Marsha

Riddle

Eckerty Family

Micah & Jonah
Moody

onrie Engel

Doug Woodward
S. & J. Schultz
Diane Heiser

Michelle & Taylor
Engel

We're on Facebook! Our page name is "Gibson City UMC"

-
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